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was to arrive, also to pay me a visit. Finding themselves together in the presence of the Commissioners as they had not infrequently done in durbars at Raipur, the two Chiefs were to be introduced solemnly to one another, and were to make the usual Eastern salaam and then shake hands "like English gentlemen."
The next day we were to pitch our camp on the other side of the river in the territory of Rairahkol; and the ceremony was to be repeated mutatis mutandis. The Rajah of Rairahkol was to visit me; the Rajah of Sonpur was to arrive while he was there ; and again they were to shake hands " like English gentlemen," After this double introduction, they were to sit down along with their diwans (chief ministers) and discuss the boundary question with Mr. Berry and me. The details of this arrangement were communicated privately by Mr. Berry to both the Rajahs, and were accepted by both as a perfectly satisfactory settlement of the important question of etiquette.
Accordingly we had our meeting; and It was always mentioned afterwards among the officers of Raipur as the " field of the cloth of gold.39 Both Rajahs got together as many elephants as they could and hunted out, from all their treasuries and throughout their States, as many gold-brocaded cloths as they could find, and had them as trappings for the elephants and hangings for their tents, and even as carpets inside and outside of their tents, so that the scene was one of really considerable splendour. Our discussion ended In the appointing of two persons to represent (one for each) the two Rajahs. Naturally enough the men appointed were the diwans. These men, accompanied by any villagers or experts that they chose to bring as witnesses or assessors, were to go round the boundary with us so that It might be demarcated at once. A number of the inhabitants of both States were also got together, to be ready immediately to put up, on the spot, boundary pillars along the line as laid down by us. Mr. Berry and I, accompanied by the diwans, went out very early ih the morning, riding as far as it was possible to ride, and accompanied by a very considerable